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Chapter 13: Your Facial Expressions, So Easily Read 


I HAVEN'T. 
GONE HOME 
WITH ADACHI 
IN A WHILE. 
SHOULD WE 


SHIMA! 
IT'S ME, 
HINO! 


WHAT IRS 
THAT GREET- 
ING ABOUT? IT 
SOUNDED? LIKE 
OU WERE 
GOING FOR 
SOMETHING 
FOREIGN BUT 
GAVE UP 
HALFIVRY. 


LIKE A BRAND. 


NEITHER HINO NOR NAGAFUJ)... 


DO ANYTHING IN THE WAY OF CHANGING THEIR 
BEHAVIOUR TO MATCH THE OTHER PERSON. 


YET SOMEHOW, THEY STILL 
MANAGE TO GET ALONG. 


THAT'S A GOOD RELATIONSHIP 
IF I'VE EVER SEEN ONE. 


YOU'RE 
TRYING 
TO ASK IF 
WE CAN 
GO SOME- 
WHERE? 


I OON'T 
MIND. 
Pi yy 


OH, 
REALLY? 


SHOULD 
APOLOGI- 
Ze. I GOT 
CARRIED 

AWAY. 


DON'T 
ASK ME 
SUCH MEAN 
QUESTIONS. 


DO YOU HAVE 
ANYWHERE 
IN MIND THAT 
YOU'D LIKE TO 
GO TO? 


YOU WANT 

SOMETHING 

THAT ISN'T 
SWEET? 


NO, IT 

BEING 
SWEET 
IS FINE, 
BUT... 


I'M GETTING 
THE FEELING 
THAT WE 
AREN'T REALLY 
ON THE SAME 
WAVELENGTH. 


Der 


ee ‘SO, ADACHI 
FEC » 
CONFEC- Rane 
SOMETHING 
SWEET, 
\ DOES SHE? 


DN. 


HER 
ACTING 
ULTRA 
SUSPI- 
CIOUSLY 
HAS 
BECOME 
THE 
NORM. 


IT KINDA FEELS LIKE, 
IN THE SPAN OF A SINGLE MONTH... 


THE ADACHI WHO I FIRST 
MET DISAPPEARED. 


YOU KNOW 
BEFOREHAND, 
I PROMISE. 


SO, WHERE 
ARE WE GOING 
‘AGAIN? SOME- 
WHERE WE CAN 
EAT SOMETHING 

SWEET? 


THERE'S A 


‘ DOUGHNUT 


SHOP OVER 
THERE, IF 
THAT WORKS. 


ADACHI AND 
TARE A BIT 
TOO OLD TO 
BE WALKING 
AROUND HAND 
IN HAND LIKE 
SOME GOOD 
CHUMS. 


THE WAY I LIVE MY 
LIFE, ALL I DO IS LEAVE 
MYSELF TO THE FLOW 
AND LET IT CARRY ME. 


I SIMPLY DON'T HAVE | 


THE WILL TO BREAK 
FREE. NO, I DO... 


THERE REALLY IS 
SOMETHING STRANGE 
AGOUT IT, ISN'T 
THERE? DEFINITELY. 


AT THE SAME 
\ TIME, IT'S FAR 
TOO LATE TO 
SHAKE OFF HER 
HAND NOW. 


I SEE. 


ANY SUG- 
GESTIONS 
OR STUFF? 


Ns 
Tr sel 
__ really Mee 


THEY 
EVEN HAVE 
A LIMITED-TIME. d CHEESE- 
OFFER OF SMALL CAKES... 
PASTRIES FILLED 
WITH CHOCO- 
LATE CREAM. 


Wigs \ 
eh need F 


L vind: 
) signer some / 
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ADACHI! 


oka 
Dor* 


THE REASON. 
WHY SHE SAID 


WHAT 
‘A ROUND- 

ABOUT WAY RELATED TO 
OF GOING — VALENTINE'S 
ABOUT IT. DAY THERE, 

HUH? 


I MEAN, I'VE BEEN HANGING 

OUT WITH HER FOR MONTHS NOW, 

BUT HAVE NEVER SEEN HER WITH 
ANYONE OTHER THAN ME. 


PLANNING 
ON DOING ON 
THE I4TH? 


FRIENDS GIVING EACH 
OTHER CHOCOLATE, HUH? 


I BEGAN TO FEEL LIKE SHARING 
THINGS WITH OTHER PEOPLE... 
IS SOMETHING 
THAT SHE LONGS FOR. 


JUST SEEING HOW COLD HER 
RELATIONSHIP WITH HER PARENTS IS... 


MAKES IT CLEAR THAT THERE MUST BE 
ALOT OF THINGS THAT ADACHI LACKS. 


Ate 


‘A FRIEND... 


FROM TODAY TILL VALENTINE’S DAY, 
MY MONOTONOUS DAYS WILL BE 
EVER SO SLIGHTLY COLOURED. 


cLeSe 


At 


te 


J 


Alright then, 
Speaking 
oF which, | 
0 you wane 
chocolare | 
this year? / 


an 


Valentine's Day of Hine and Nagatuji 


THIS IS MY FIRST 
TIME GIVING SOME- 
ONE CHOCOLATE. 


SAME GOES FOR 
RECEIVING IT. 


I WONDER, WHAT SORT 
OF CHOCOLATE DOES 
SHIMAMURA LIKE? 


ITLL PROBABLY BE MY BEST OPTION 
TO SIMPLY BUY SOMETHING FROM 
THE STORE TO GIVE TO HER. 


MAKING IT BY HAND, THAT 
SEEMS WAY TOO DIFFICULT. 
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POSSIBLY 
ALSO THE 
LAST. 


RIGHT. IT'S 
A SIMPLE WERE 
MATTER OF ; Neon 
FRIENDS one 
EXCHANGING Card 
g ane THIS AS 
HOCOLA' FRIENDS. 


NOW, IF 
SHIMAMURA... 


THE CHOCOLATE I'M GOING 
TO GIVE HER WILL BE SPECIAL, 
AND IN A SIMILAR WAY... 


ALSO THINK OF THE CHOCOLATE SHE 
GIVES ME AS SOMETHING SPECIAL. 


IF SHIMAMURA WAS GOING 


TO MAKE ME CHOCOLATE BY 
HAND, I'D LIKE THAT A LOT. 


I WANT HER TO... 
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DID I LEAVE 
THE REMOTE 
LYING HERE 
WHILE I WAS 
WATCHING TV 
YESTERDAY? 
I GUESS SO. 


IF YOU WISH 
TO LEARN HOW 
TO APPROACH 
YOUR SPECIAL 
SOMEONE, THEN 
MAKE SURE TO 
CHECK OUT 
TOMORROW'S 
HOROSCOPES. 


IM 
SENSING 
DISTUR- 
DO NOT BANCES 


FORGET TO IN Love! 
MONITOR 
YOUR SUR- 


ROUNDINGS! ; 


WHAT AM I GOING TO DO!?. 


STILL, THAT WORD, 
"DISTURBANCES"... IT'S JUST A FORTUNE, 
fs SO THERE'S NO TELLING 
tasTiy, | IF IT'LL BE ACCURATE. 
SPECIAL 
VALEN- | 
TINE'S 
CAMPAIGN! 


LZ 
coLecT 


Libra Aries 


Scorpio Gemini 


Sagittarius 


THE ONE 
MOST COM- 
PATIBLE WITH 
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Chapter 14: Sensing 
Disturbances in Love 


I WAS SO FOCUSED 
‘ON MYSELF... 


THAT I COMPLETELY FAILED 
TO CONSIDER THE POSSIBILITY 
OF HER EXCHANGING CHOCO- 
LATES WITH SOME OTHER GIRL. 


STILL, I IN THE 

BETTER KEEP HOROSCOPE 

WATCH AND FROM 
SEE IF ANYONE YESTERDAY. 
APPROACHES: I DON'T. 
HER, JUST TO 
MAKE SURE NO 
DISTURBANCES No 


TAKE PLACE... 


ARE HINO 
AND 
NAGAFUJ! 
GOING TO 
BE GIVING 
HER CHO- 
COLATE 
AS WELL? 


RECEIVING 
CHOCOLATE 
FROM SOME- 
ONE ELSE... 


| JUST THE THOUGHT 
MAKES MY \| i OF THAT... 
CHEST HURT. A CA \ | 


IS THERE 
SOMETHING 
‘OU WANT 

TO SAY? THE 
BREAK'S GOING 
TO EN? SOON... 


UMM, 
ADACHIF 
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AN ARIES, 


7 Ce rMNot 
: \ chAAN\) 

THAT % { | 5); 

MAKES HER y { o- | = 


BASED ON 
OUR APPEA- 
RANCES, I 
PERSONALLY 
THINK THAT 
WE SHOULD 
BE THE OTHER 
WAY AROUND. 
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TWAS JUST 
WONDERING... 
WHAT SORT 
OF CHOCOLATE 
DO YOU LIKE? 


THE ONES 
WITH MILK, 

I THINK IT 
MIGHT LIKE 
THOSE. YEAH, 
‘THEY'RE VERY 
EASY TO EAT. 


WELL, 
GENE- 
RALLY, I 
GUESS I 
LIKE THE 
SWEET 
STUFF. 


NN 


MILK CHOCOLATE, HUH? 


IT FEELS LIKE THIS IS THE FIRST 
TIME EVER THAT I'VE HEARD SHIMA- 
MURA TELL ME ABOUT HER LIKES. 


No DIS- \ - 
TURGANCES = OS 
To BE SEEN 


ANYWHERE AT 


IN THE END, I DIDN'T 
GET TO HEAR WHAT My 
ZODIAC SIGN WAS.... 


SOMEWHERE 
TO GO. 


BECAUSE 
YOU'RE 
FRIENDS 
WITH THEIR, 
DAUGHTER. 
MAYBE 
THEY'LL GIVE 
YOU A FREEBIE. 


jars 


Crocs 


wus g N 


THERE 
ARE QUITE 
ANUMBER 

OF CHILDREN 
THIS YEAR 
WHO WANT 
CHOCOLATE 
FROM ME. 


WiLL 
THESE 
DO FOR 
YASHIRO? 


Nee | SHIMA- 
yer. } \ . 
GOTTA 1 

GO BUY 

DINNER. 


WE'RE IN 
THE SAME 
CAMP THEN. 
TWAS JUST 
ABOUT TO 
GO CATCH 
SOMETHING 
MYSELF. 


I'VE ONLY 
EVER BEEN 
CALLED THAT 
BY THE GIRLS 
I KNEW IN 
ELEMENTARY [ 
SCHOOL. oe 


| | 
| TaRUMI? } 
\ L 


LS 


THAT YOU 
STILL REM- 
\ EMGER ME. 


ed 


STILL, I NEVER EXPECTED 
THAT WE'D MEET AGAIN 
IN A PLACE LIKE THIS. 


NO, 
ARE WE WAIT 
TOOOLD... 
FOR THAT 
NICK- 
NAME? 


ACCORDING TO 
THE RUMOURS 
I'VE HEARD, 
SHE APPARENT- 
LY GREW UP TO 
BE A REAL DE- 
LINQUENT. 


TARUMI WAS My 


BEST FRIEND BACK IN 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL. 


THAT'S NOT 
AT ALL THE 
IMPRESSION 
I GET FROM 

THE TARUMI IN 

FRONT OF ME, 

STRUGGLING 
TO DECIDE 
WHETHER 

‘SHE SHOULD 

CALL ME GY 

A CHILDISH 

NICKNAME. 
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IT KINDA 
FEELS LIKE 


‘ i y\ \ 
AY) \ || 


Tr 


ZA | 1S IT, 
4 TARUMI?- 
NUMBER! Y A | 
( { \ 5 


T WOULD, 
BUT, MY 
PHONE'S. 
HOME. 


NAGAFUJI 
WITNES- 
SED IT. 


TARUMI... 

I MEAN, THE 
GIRL FROM 
EARLIER, DOES 
SHE COME BY 
REGULARLY? 


‘SHE WIT- 
NESSED 
IT ALL 
MORE 
SILENTLY 
THAN 
A MAID. 


DUNNO. 

I DON'T TAKE 
CARE OF THE 
STORE ALL 
THAT OFTEN. 


BUT I’M STILL 
KINDA NERVOUS. 


HMM... I KNOW THAT WE 
USED TO BE FRIENDS... 


SORRY FOR 
RANDOMLY 
ASKING 
YOUR PHONE 
NUMBER 
UKE THAT. 


NEXT 
TIME, 
WANNA 
GO OUT 
SOME- 
WHERE? 
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SEES ME AS A “PAST” 
FRIEND OR NOT. 


ITISN'T A 
BAD THING, 
BEING TOLD 
BY SOMEONE 

THAT THEY 


I'M NOT SURE 
IF TARUMI... 


“TRY CHARMING YOUR SPECIAL 
SOMEONE WITH A NEW HAIRSTYLE”... 


AND SOI DID 
JUST THAT. 


‘ | LLIN STILL, I HAVE TO SAY... 

/ (PS ALITTLE EMBARRASSING. 
\t/ A) 
Vy WW// 


I WONDER, 
IS SHIMA- 
MURA GOING 
TO NOTICE? 


I'D LIKE TO SEE HER 


PA 
{_\ii 
WITH A NEW HAIRSTYLE. L& 
fr i] i] 
AN 


( 


i | 
WI 


\\ 


\ 
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"WOBBLING” 
ISN'T REALLY 


A WORD YOU 
USE FOR 
HAIR, HUH? 


I GUESS 

EVEN SHE 
PRACTICES 

SLEEPING 
AT SCHOOL. 


WHAT IS SHIMAMURA 
DOING RIGHT NOW? 


‘STILL, 

I HIGHLY 
DOUBT IT'S 
PICTURES OF 
CHOCOLATE 
THAT SHE'S 
LOOKING UP. 


6. 


3 


SPARE ANY THOUGHT 
FOR VALENTINES DAY? 


I WONDER, DOES 
SHIMAMURA... 


KNOWING HER, I CAN'T RULE 
OUT THE POSSIGILITY OF HER 
BUYING SOMETHING ON THE 
VERY SAME DAY, HANDING IT 
OVER TO ME, AND THEN 
BEING DONE WITH IT. 


COULD IT... 


“a COULD IT BE, SHE KNOWS 
NO, I DOUBT THAT. 2 ABOUT OUR PLANS? 
IT'S NAGAFUJI, AFTER ALL. ¢ 


REGARDLESS, I AM DEFINI- 
TELY GOING TO NEED LUCK. 


LOSE My FOCUS FOR 
A SINGLE SECOND, AND 
THE NEXT THING I'LL KNOW, 
IT'LL ALREADY BE VALENTINE'S. 


APACHI, 
WAIT! 


T feel ke te isnt 
5 Was Mate wpe" 


ime THe 
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ALRIGHT! 
IT'S TIME 
TO MAKE 

CHOCOLA- 
TE NOW. 


OTHER 
THAN 
GETTING 
WATER, 
THIS IS 
My FIRST 
TIME DOING 


OH CRAP. 
I FEEL SO 
ANXIOUS. 


PICTURES 
TO SHI- 
MAMURA 
AND ASK 
HER WHAT. 
SHE 
THINKS! 


FIRST, YOU 


CRUSH 


ALSO, BEFORE 
‘THEY HARDEN 
FULLY, LET ME 
JUST TAKE A 
QUICK PICTURE. 
IT’S THE FIRST 
TIME I'VE EVER 
MADE FOOD (7), 
AFTER ALL. 


IT 
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I WOULDN'T 
KNOW HOW TO 
REPLY EITHER 
IF SOMEONE 
SENT ME RAN- 
DOM IMAGES OF 


CHOCOLATE. / 


THIS ISN'T 
SPECIAL, IT'S 
JUST CHOCO- 
LATE THAT'S 
BEEN MELTED 

DOWN AND THEN 
RE-HARDENED! 


WHAT IS SHIMAMURA GOING TO 
DO ABOUT THE CHOCOLATE? 


I REALLY 
WANTED 
TO MAKE 
IT FOR HER 
BY HAND.. 


MY VALENTINE'S 
DAY DOESN'T 
LOOK LIKE IT'S 

GOING TO TURN 

OUT THAT WAY. 


IT PROBABLY 
WOULD HAVE 
BEEN BETTER 
IF I USED 
THIS DAY TO 
GO SHOPPING 
WITH HER. 


I BARELY 
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ceLe OL 
Adachi te Shimamura 


nid 


te 


J 


adach's dest 
is covered in 
‘chacolare... 


ee 
Who | Used to Love 


« 


SORRY 
THAT I 
KEPT YOU 
WAITING, 
TARUMI. 


\ 
). 


\ 


TARUMI 
CALLED ME 
AT SCHOOL 

DURING 
THE LUNCH 

BREAK... 


. F ‘SURE, SHE DID TALK ABOUT 
Cet ' HANGING OUT TOGETHER WHEN 
B \ WE LAST TALKED, BUT STILL... 


I WONDER, HOW WOULD 
ADACHI REACT TO 
SEEING THE TWO OF US 
TOGETHER? PROBABLY 
NOT WELL, HUH? 


THERE'S JUST SOME- ) REGARDLESS, WE MIGHT 
THING ABOUT HANGING i, HAVE BEEN FRIENDS IN THE 

OUT WITH HER THAT , \ } PAST, BUT RIGHT NOW, SHE'S 

DOESN'T FEEL RIGHT. || /#/, Ji) BASICALLY A STRANGER TO ME. 


ir 


{ YEP. 
SCHOOL 
UNIFORM. 


SO, YOU'RE 
A HIGH 
SCHOOLER 
NOw, HUH? 


SAME 
FOR YOU, 
SHIMA? 
YOU'RE 
IN HIGH 
SCHOOL 
TOO, 
RIGHT? 


THERE ARE TIMES WHEN 
ADACHI AND I DON’T HAVE 
ANYTHING TO SAY EITHER... 


BUT THIS, THIS IS DIFFERENT. 
IT FEELS SO MUCH MORE AWKWARD... 
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you've 
CHANGED 
quite asit. | 
A 


\ } 
mala} 


"CHANGED"? 
MORE LIKE, 
I SEE THE 

PAST ME AS 
A TOTALLY 
DIFFERENT 

PERSON. 


INA 
LOT OF 
ways, I 
RESEM- 


BLED 
YASHIRO. 


THAT TARUMI WAS 
EXPECTING TO MEET. 


I KNOW THAT A TRAIN 
TRIP TO NAGOYA ONLY TAKES. 
AROUND TWENTY MINUTES... 


IT WAS PROBABLY THAT 
VERSION OF ME... 


|_1 JUST, SAT, THROUGH THREE OF 
VNZNZNIS My. LEAST, FAVOURITE SCHOOL 


I REALLY SHOULD 
HAVE ASKED ADACHI 
WHAT SHE LIKES. 


PLACE HAS 
THE MOST 
PEOPLE 
STANDING IN 
LINE. YEAH, 
IT THINK I'LL 
GO WITH 
THIS ONE. 


KINDA BAD 
MAKING HER 
STAND IN LINE 
WHEN SHE'S 


EVEN NOW WHILE 
WE'RE WAITING... 


THERE SHOULD CERTAINLY 


PAST AND TALK ABOUT. 


AND YET, NEITHER OF US... 


ARE ATTEMPTING ,TO. 
FIND THOSE TOPICS. 


“THIS ISN'T HOW IT WAS MEANT TO GO"... 


THAT SENTIMENT IS ALL I CAN 
GLEAN FROM HER EXPRESSION. 


“SHOULD 
WE DROP 
BY SOME- 
WHERE?” 


“WHERE 
SHOULD 
WE GO 
NEXT?” 


THOSE ARE ALL 
QUESTIONS I SHOULDN'T 
HAVE ANY TROUBLE ASKING. 


MOREOVER, I'M SURE THAT THEY ARE 
WHAT TARUMI IS WAITING FOR ME TO SAY. 


THE ONLY 


IT'S 
FROM 
ADACHI. 


SOMETHING 
TYPED IN 
A RUSH. 


TARUMI 
AND 
I DIDN'T 
SPEND 
ANY TIME 
WALKING 
SIDE-ByY- 


QUITE WEIRD, CONSIDERING 
THAT WHEN I’M WITH ADACHI, 
SHE ALWAYS INSISTS UPON 
WALKING NEXT TO ME SO THAT 
SHE CAN HOLD My HAND. 


I WONDER, WHERE DID 


IT ALL GO WRONG? 
PLUS, TARUMI AND I USED 


TO WALK LIKE THAT TOO, 
WHEN WERE LITTLE. 
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TARUMI IS MY PAST FRIEND. 
-THAT FACT HASN'T CHANGED. 


PE, 


NOT JUST 

FRIENDS, : ) | | Gf To REGRET 

BUT BEST 7 Uj \i) rr LaTeRIF 

FRIENDS. oc —« TLET HER 
‘WALK AWAY 


| LIKE THIS. 
\ Ls 


PROMISE. 


SEE YOU 
LATER, 
SHIMA! 


5 H/ fe hf JAN | hy NS 
/ i( | KU ANY \ 
\ \G | " AY \ \ 
OSE f \ | 
\V7 1} h WW} AN NL) 
1 Yara VA |] 


It isn't bad at all, having a rusted friendship 
give off a fleeting ray of light. 


eLe OL 
Adachi te Shimamura 


nid 


te 


J 


Ooh... The sun 
iS so bright. {TIM NOT 
“| MAKING 
ANY PRO- 


05:56 
IN OTHER Vath of 


WORDS, | February 
VALENTI- | 
NE’S DAY. 


hapter 17: Now, and Forever . 


YOU SURE 
WERE QUICK, 


I GUESS I 
THOUGHT IT 
WOULD BE... 
MORE FRESH 

IF I GOT IT 

THE SAME 

DAY, AND... 


WHAT IS 
GOING ON 
WITH HER 

TODAY? 


TO SUGGEST 
THAT PLACE 


I HAVEN'T ERR 
BOUGHT 
IT YET. 
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[0 NOT 
RUSH ONTO 
THE TRAIN. 


NO, I THINK 
YOU SHOULD. 
I MEAN, YOU 
WERE SLEEPING 
DURING CLASS 
AND ALL. 


IS SHE INA PARTICULARLY | 
GOOD MOOD, PERHAPS? ‘SHIMAMURA 
REALLY IS GIGGLING 
ALOT TODAY. 


BECAUSE... 


BECAUSE SHE'S WITH ME? 
BECAUSE WE ARE GOING 
OUT TOGETHER? NO, 
PROBABLY NOT... 
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MAKING 
A WEIRD 


HuHIP i 
WHAT IS | N aN \ a WHATIF 


GOING OI? 
SERIOUSLY 2) a NOP 
WHAT IS UP TI, 3 TWAS 
WITH HER : a 
TODRIP 
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SEEING HER 


SO HAPPY... 
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GEEZ, 
AUACHI! 
YOU SURE 
WON'T LET 
ME CATCH 
A BREAK. 
vo 


MIGHT GET 

PRETTY BO- 

RING WHILE 
WE WAIT, 


WELL, 

IN THAT 
‘CASE, WHY 
DON'T WE 
PLAY WORD 
CHAIN OR 

SOMETHING? 


101 


« THAT 


WAS 
CLOSE! 
ly 


Tbr 


xo 


LOOKS 
LIKE SHE 
BOUGHT IT. 
THANK YOU, 
LASAGNE...! 


vee 


102 


ON THE 
DOWN 
SIDE, I CAN 
NOW TASTE 
BLOOD IN 
MY MOUTH. 


HONESTLY, I WOULDN'T 
HAVE MINDED THE TRIP 
TAKING SLIGHTLY LONGER. 
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Hey, 
ADACHI. 
WILL THIS 
PLACE DO? 
THERE'S A 
LINE HERE. 


SOMETHING 
TO KILL TIME 
AGAIN. 
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IF SHE 
KNEW IT 
WOULD 
LEAD TOUS 
EXCHANGING 
IDENTICAL 
GIFTS, THEN 
WHY DID SHE 
RECOMMEND 
THAT STORE!? 


IT ACTUALLY 
CAME HERE 
YESTERDAY 
AND BOUGHT 
YOUR CHO- 


HERE 
YOU GO, 
ADACHI. 


THIS IS IT. 
CHOCOLATE FROM 
SHIMAMURA... 


MAKE 
SURE TO 

EAT IT 
BEFORE IT 
} GOES BAD 
P INSTEAD 
T'LL EAT Kec 
IT RIGHT /. \\\ITAS DEc- 
net Y »)) ORATION, 
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I'M NOT SURE 
WHAT'S GOING 
ON HERE, BUT 

IF THIS IS WHAT 


107 


SHIMA- 
MURA, 


SURE, 
rouess | ‘i / besa 


I COULD 
TAKE ONE. 


108 


SHOULD 
BE ABOUT 


YOU'LL 
SEE 
ONCE 
WE GET 
THERE. 
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AN ELEC- 
TRONIC 
NOTICE- 
BOARD 
FOR AD- 
VERTISE- 
MENTS? 


you'll | 
see. LeT’s |/ HUH? 
GETABIT | * re 
CLOSER. // | IS THIS, 
mst. /W/\ Stn 


yi MURA? 
4 } 
I 


JUST 
READING 
THESE 
MESSAGES 
IS MAKING 
ME FEEL 
EMBAR- 
RASSED. 


HM? 
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THERE'S THIS 
ONE FORTUNE 
TELLING PROG- 
RAM THAT COMES 
ON DURING THE 
NIGHT, AND THEY 
HAD A CAMPAIGN 
WHERE YOU COULD 
GET YOUR MES- 
SAGE HERE. 

J 


Z 


COULD 
IT BE THE 
SAME SHOW 


I WATCHED 
=? 


"LET'S KEEP GOING, 


NOW AND IN THE FUTURE! 
HOUGETSU SHIMAMURA" 


TURNS OUT, 
TODAY WAS 
THE DAY THE 
MESSAGES 
GOT PUB- 
LISHED. 


I DECIDED 
TO SUBMIT 
ONE JUST 
FOR THE 
FUN OF IT. 


I'M NOT 
REALLY 
SURE WHy, 


WHEN 
I SENT IT, 
YOU'RE THE 
PERSON 
WHO CAME 
TO MIND. 


SHIMAMURA... 


| Mt i 


Ho hfhe f 
| | \ \ Le 
fp i. | 
| f \ \ ~ 
° | 
ey 
yy ia! 
‘y 


| CRAP. I SHOULDN'T 


IT'S JUST, WHEN { ; oe HAVE DONE THAT. 
HER F+ 


RFACE, | r\ | > E 
ICOULDN'T HELP \\\ THIS CONSPICUOUS. 


THEN AGAIN, 
YOU'RE SO 
SKINNY THAT 

I DON'T THINK 
THIS IS GOING 

TO GET ME ANY 

WARMER. 


aoe 


MEANING 
THAT SHI- 
MAMURA 
THINKS 
THAT WAY 


STARTING 
FROM TODAY, 
I'M A SECOND 


LAST YEAR, 
DURING THE DAY 


I'D SHOWN NO INTEREST 
TOWARDS HER. 


MOVE 
BRISKLY, 
OKAY? 


BEING AS COLD AS I'D 
BEEN BACK THEN... 


HEY, NEW 
STUDENTS. 
LINE UP IN 

THE HALLWAY. 


YOU'RE 
ADACHI, 
RIGHT? 


you'LL 
LEAD THE 
GIRLS’ LINE. 


ALSO, KEEP 
THE LINE 
TOGETHER. 


YES? 
WHAT IS IT, 
ADACHI? 


SORRY. 
My STOMACH 
HURTS. CAN I 
GO USE THE 
BATHROOM? 


AND INSTEAD OF 
GOING BACK... 


ARE YOU 
ALRIGHT? 
MAKE SURE 
TO COME 
BACK QUICK, 


I LIED TO GET AWAY 
FROM THERE... 


SIMPLY, LEFT; SCHOOL. 


FIRST DAY, 
AND I'M 
ALREADY 
SKIPPING. 


My PARENTS AREN'T REALLY 
INTERESTED IN WHAT I’M DOING. Li i THERE'S 
MOST OF THE TIME, IT'S RARE FOR g STILL 
THEM TO SAY ANYTHING TO ME. / THIS WEIRD 
FEELING 
IN MY CHEST. 
I JUST CAN'T 
CALM DOWN. 


i 


I WONDER IF THAT'S 
PART OF THE REASON 
WHY I’M SO UNCOM- 
FORTABLE WITH HAVING 
PEOPLE TALK TO ME. 


STILL, IT'S NOT FAIR TO SAY 
THAT THE FAULT LIES ENTIRELY 
WITH My PARENTS. 


NO. I’M WELL AWARE THAT I, 

TOO, AM TO BE BLAMED FOR 

OUR RELATIONSHIP TURNING 
OUT THE WAY IT HAS. 


IF I HAD 
TO GUESS, 
I'D SAY 
THAT WAS 
WHEN IT 
ALL BEGAN. 


IS THIS 
SIMPLY 
NOT SOME- 
THING SHE 
HMM. ENJOYS? 
MAYBE WE 
SHOULD 
WALK 
AROUND. 
AIT MORE 
AND THEN 
JUST HEAD 
BACK? 


ALL THESE 
ANIMALS, 
AND SHE 

JUST LOOKS 

BORED. 


THERE WAS 
A TIME MY 
PARENTS 
BROUGHT 
ME TO A Z00 
WHEN I WAS 
YOUNG. 


THAT'S 
A TIGER, 
SAKURA. 


EACH TIME I FAILED TO SHOW 
A POSITIVE REACTION... 


My PARENTS BEGAN 
WALKING FASTER AND FASTER. 


WITH EVERY INCREASE, 
I GREW MORE SCARED OF THEM. 


SCARED 
TO SAY 
SO. 


EVEN 
THOUGH 
I WANTED 
THEM TO 
BUY IT FOR 


YEAH. 
IT'S ABIT 
EARLY, BUT 
I THINK WE 
SHOULD CALL 
IT HERE. 


\ Fos | 
RIA 


WE GOT TO 
THE Z00'S 
STORE, AND 
THERE WAS 
A STUFFED 
ANIMAL 
THERE THAT 
CAUGHT MY 
EYE. 


We 

WALKED 

AROUND 
QUITE 
AIT. 


SAKURA, 
WE'RE 
GOING 
HOME. 


SIMULTA- 
NEOUSLY, 
My INTEREST 
TOWARDS 
OTHERS 
BEGAN TO 
DECLINE. 


EVER SINCE THAT DAy... 


DELIBERATELY IGNORING HOPE AND 
CHOOSING NOT TO REACH OUT FOR 
IT BECAME THE WAY I LIVED My LIFE. 


I WENT 
ON TO DO 
IT AGAIN 
I COULDN'T AND AGAIN, 
EVEN REMEM- AND EVEN- 
BER HOW YOU TUALLY... 
WERE MEANT 
TO GO ABOUT 
ASKING PEOPLE 
FOR THINGS. 


EVEN. THE WAY I VIEWED. 
MYSELF GREW HAZY... 


THAT WAS, 
UNTIL I MET 
SHIMAMURA. 


COMPARING 
HOW T WAS 
BEFORE AN? 
SURE HAS = \ AFTER MEET- 
CHANGE? = ING HER... 
MASSIVELY, y 
WAY TOO 
MUCH 50. 


i =) 
6 
\ yy WHAT'S ESPECIALLY WEIRD 1S THAT, 
“ DURING THE ENTRANCE CEREMONY, 
WHEREAS THESE DAYS, I'M JUST THE MERE ACT OF OUR EYES 
CONSTANTLY WISHING FOR A 5 | MEETING WAS ENOUGH FOR ME TO 
HER TO DO JUST THAT. V\ | HOPE THAT SHE WOULDN'T LOOK 
J MY WAY... 
/ 


TL STULL... 
THE PAST ME... 
THE CURRENT ME... 


THEY'RE BOTH ME. 


NO MATTER HOW 


WILL FOREVER REMAIN FIRMLY THUCY T'CHANGES. 


CONNECTED TO THE PAST. 
THE CURRENT ME... 


BESIDES, 
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THIS IS THE 
BIKE SHED 
MEANT FOR 
FIRST YEAR 
STUDENTS. 


I’M NO LONGER ONE OF THOSE, 
MEANING THAT I CAN'T LEAVE 
SS MY BIKE HERE. 


as 


a single do¥ 


earongdoing never 
nurs anyone: 


WELL, WHATEVER. I'M SURE 
THAT IT'LL BE FINE. 


I NEED TO GO CHECK 
WHICH CLASS I’M IN. 
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I FEEL LIKE 
MH HEART 
15 ABOUT TO L 
. EXPLODE. IF I'M BEING 
HONEST... 


THIS WORLD? 


ALL I CAN 
DO IS PRAY, 
BUT STILL, 
I WONDER. 


WILL I BE ABLE TO REMAIN IN 
THE SAME CLASS AS SHIMAMURA? 
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THAT'D 
BE ALL IT'D 
EVER BE. 
SHE WOULD 
NEVER PUT IN 
ANY EFFORT 
HERSELF. 


I CAN HARDLY 
IMAGINE HER 
GOING OUT OF 
HER WAY TO 
COME SEE ME. 


IN SHORT, 
WHILE SHE 
PROBABLY 
WOULDN'T 
TURN ME 
DOWN IF I 
WERE TO GO 
SEE HER... 


WOULD SHIP... 
END uP 
BECOMING 
EVEN MORE 
ONE-SIDED 
THAN IT AL- 


I 
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THOSE TWO 
REALLY ARE 
INSEPARA- 
BLE, HUH? 


HOW MANY 


LOOKS LIKE THEY GOT PLACED 
IN THE SAME CLASS TOO, 


NEXT, SHIMAMURA'S NAME... 


SHIMAMURA... 


SHIMAMURA... 


I ALWAYS END 
UP BEING LATE 
THE FIRST DAY 
AFTER A BREAK. 


‘ j DID I MANAGE / & 

ral TO PASS MYSELF? Q D7 
am || 

Ai said,all thar seuce 


| ExcorPno® have mebecadac 
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AND EVEN 
THE DAY AF- 


TER THAT, 
I'LL BE ABLE 
TO SEE YOU. 


MORNING. 


Adachi and Shimamura - END 
2 -. 


jECLESL 


ty 


After School 


SOMEONE 
WHO'S HERE 


ALL THE TIME, 
ee] | ama 
‘CUSTOMER, 
ello Ip \ AND ONE WHO 
\ T HAVEN'T 


SEEN BEFORE. 
WELCOME TO 
YOU ALL. 


/ | PD] 


As HINO'S 


THE FIRST 
AND I THE 
THIRD, THEN 


SAM! 


IT's JUST, 
My MOM 

MAKES ME 

COME HERE. 
AND BUY 


STUFF WHEN 
SHE DOESN'T 
FEEL LIKE IT. 
)— 
I WONDER, WILL THERE 


| SHE SURE GETS ALONG WELL 
‘5 } WITH HER MOTHER, HUH? 
EVER COME A DAY... AND HER LITTLE SISTER. 


all 
| Sorry ‘intrude 


WHEN I'LL BE ABLE TO 
STAND EQUAL TO THEM? 
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APPARENTLY, 
THE GREAT- 
EST FLAW OF 
HUMANS IS. 
HOW THEY 
SLOWLY wIT- 
HER AWAY. 


Allurement of the Kotatsu 


SHIMA- 
| Mura, 
| HAVE You 

1) \ HEARD? 
| 


IT WON'T 
TAKE LONG 
UNTIL IT'S 
TOO LATE, 

T HEAR. 


IN THAT 
CASE, IT 
MIGHT BE 
TOO LATE 
FOR ME 
ALREADY. 


10 


a: 
THEAR THAT 4 Hy 


THEHEARTLESS ~~ 
AND EVIL ARE 
THE STRONG ONES. 
MUST MEAN THAT 
SHIMAMURA IS 
AREALLY GOOD 
U PERSON THEN. 


NO, THAT 
WAS MEANT 
AS A SLIGHT 

TOWARDS YOu, 

ADACCHI... 


11 


Second 


Playing Sugoroku 


Vu 


\ ADACHI 
I DON'T sa 
GET THE 
IMPRESSION 
THAT SHE 
NORMALLY 
PLAYS GAMES, 
IT LOOKS LIKE 
‘SHE'S STILL 
ABLE TO HAVE 
FUN IN HER 
OWN WAY. 
I'M GLAD. 


I THINK 
SHIMAMURA 
1S AGOOD 
PERSON. 


Confirmation 


Visible Pieces of Hope Are Meaningful Too 


I KINDA FEEL 
LIKE THE WHOLE 
THING ISN'T GOING 
TO TURN OUT AS 
EXCITING AS ADA- 
CHI SEEMS TO BE 
HOPING FOR. 


NT 7 
\ < 
\ LA THERE ARE STILL TIMES THAT I FIND 
Lon 7 


sues Lo\ MYSELF WANTING TO EAT IT. 
Tunking {NM 

ABOUT ~ 
SOMETHING 

AGAIN. 
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eLe S15 
Adachi te Shimamura 
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